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Dear Canton Residents,

Reduce Water Pollution at Luce School and Devoll Field

Canton is filled with beautiful brooks, ponds, and rivers, which support
many animals and plants, and provide a great variety of recreational
opportunities for residents and vistors to enjoy. We aim to keep it that way!

During 2019, the Luce Elementary School and Devoll Field became the
sites of multiple new landscaped areas, which were specially designed
by the Canton Engineering Department to keep pollution away from Pequit
Brook, Beaver Meadow Brook, and the Neponset River.

We’re committed to working towards a cleaner future by partnering
with the Neponset River Watershed Association (NepRWA) to help
eliminate water pollution that comes from paved surfaces.
In addition, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has recently
released new stricter water pollution regulations that we are
committed to meeting.
Through our partnership with NepRWA, we have been able to secure
grants to cover the cost of completing important water protection
initiatives, like the Luce School and Devoll Field Projects described in this
brochure.
Water pollution is a problem that involves the entire community, and
we hope that you will read through this brochure and take positive
actions around your home to help. Working together, we can make a big
difference when it comes to keeping Canton’s water clean.

These landscaped locations, known as “rain gardens” were carefully selected
to capture the overland flow of stormwater runoff from paved areas and filter
it through soil and plants prior to discharge.
The sites have also been developed so that students and teachers can
study them, and learn how to prevent water pollution using these specially
designed methods.
Residents are encouraged to build rain gardens on their property to help
prevent water pollution. Learn more about building rain gardens at
www.neponset.org/stormwater
Examples of Rain Gardens
Pollution from
street and parking
lot flow into basins.

Thank you for doing your part!
Sincerely,
Michael Trotta
Superintendent of Public Works
Canton, MA

Special soils and
plants filter out the
pollutants
Infiltration Basin:
Water soaks into the
ground and replenishes
groundwater.

Bioretention Basin:
Drain moves filtered
water into the storm
drain system.

This project has been financed with federal funds from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental
Protection (the Department) under an s. 319 competitive grant. The contents
do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of EPA or of the Department.

Keep Canton’s
water clean for
future generations

Make simple changes around your home to help stop
water pollution in our town.

Dirty water is a
big problem.
Like most towns in Massachusetts, Canton has
many acres of pavement and concrete.

Pick Up After Your Pet

Use Safer Lawn Products

Limit Your Salt

Clean Up Chemical Spills

Always follow directions on the back
of lawn fertilizer products. More isn’t
always better! Choose organic fertilizers whenever possible.

Ice melt chemicals can be harmful to
water, kids and pets. Use “green” ice
melt products and don’t oversalt. “Pet
safe” products are a good choice.

Clean up outdoor chemical spills
immediately by pouring sand or
absorbant kitty litter on it. Sweep up
and throw into the trash.

Dispose of Yard Waste Properly

Use Porous Materials

Install a Rain Barrel

When rain hits these hard surfaces, it washes pollutants like pet waste,
bacteria, oil, litter, fertilizer, and grass clippings into storm drains, which
then lead directly to local waterways.

Water that flows into storm drains is NOT treated—
and pollutants on the street flow directly into streams
and ponds, affecting the health of drinking water,
wildlife and recreation.
Read this guide to learn how you can help stop water pollution in Canton.
The Canton Department of Public Works appreciates your help in keeping
local waterways clean and healthy.

Bacteria from pet waste is a major
source of pollution. Always pick up
after your pet and throw waste into a
trash can, not a storm drain.

Build a Rain Garden
Diagram of a storm drain system

Storm drain

Outflow
to stream,
river or lake
without
treatment

Rain gardens are shallow, plant filled
“basins” about six inches deep that
collect and absorb runoff from roofs,
sidewalks, or streets.

Redirect Runoff

Grass clippings and leaves are high in
phosphorous, a major pollutant. Keep
these items away from paved areas
and storm drains.

Wash Cars on the Lawn

For patios or driveways, use materials
that allow rain to pass right through to
the soil, like pavers, bricks, or porous
concrete and asphalt.

Install a rain barrel to capture rain
from the roof for later use. Rain is
free of chlorine, and great for watering
plants, or washing garden tools.

Learn more about preventing water pollution around your home by
visiting neponset.org/stormwater
For more information about the Luce Elementary School and Devoll
Field Projects, please contact Neponset River Watershed Association
Environmental Scientist, Chris Hirsch at hirsch@neponset.org or
781-575-0354 x302.

Redirect water from your roof, driveway, or even the street onto a lawn or
wooded area, where it can soak into
the ground naturally.

Park your car on the lawn or an area
where the soapy water will soak into
the ground, rather than runoff down
the driveway and into a storm drain.
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