Applicants: Multiple Town Boards & Committees

OPEN SPACE & RECREATION PLANNING PROJECTS
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Project Description:
Three compelling projects focused on open space planning, design and engineering
were submitted for CPA funding in the FY 2018 grant round. The first of these
applications was a request from the Conservation Commission and the Playground
and Recreation Commission totaling $22,000 for an Open Space & Recreation Plan
(OSRP) Update. Communities with an approved OSRP are eligible to apply for several
grant programs administered by the Commonwealth’s environmental agencies;
Canton’s last update expired more than a decade ago. Canton’s relatively new Walk,
Hike & Bike Committee submitted the second planning project application seeking
$75,000 for a Trails Master Plan. The funds would be used to hire a consultant to
identify, map and assess existing trails, identify potential trail connections, and
prioritize trail projects. This project dovetails with the Open Space Plan as it will
provide a greater level of detail and project outputs (trail maps) that are beyond the
scope of the latter plan. Finally, the Town Planner (on behalf of the Board of
Selectmen) is seeking CPA funds to complete a Master Plan for the Earl Newhouse
Waterfront, including extensive survey, engineering and design work. This 12-acre
parcel provides public access to Reservoir Pond and has enormous potential as a
destination for outdoor recreation. The CCPC worked with the applicants to determine
if cost savings could be realized by combining the proposed projects or by hiring a
single consultant to undertake two or more of the plans. Based on these discussions
and on revised quotes from potential vendors the CCPC voted to recommend $150,00
to cover all three projects noting that the applicants would need to collaborate on hiring
consultants and/or revise their project scopes to fit within this funding limit.

